Esteemed Member,

The East African Business Council (EABC) is pleased to share this weekly update,
highlighting member-centric initiatives undertaken, upcoming activities and
opportunities for your engagement.

We wish you a blessed Eid al-Fitr. May this special occasion bring peace, joy, and
prosperity to you and your family.

High Level Engagements




4th MARKUP Il Regional Steering Committee Meeting

The East African Business Council (EABC) participated in the 4th MARKUP I
Regional Steering Committee Meeting, held from 17" - 19" March 2026 in
Bujumbura, Burundi. The meeting reviewed the Year Il annual report and approved
the Year Il work plan.

The European Union (EU) - East African Community (EAC) MARKUP I
Programme is funded by the EU and aims to enhance economic development in
the EAC through sustainable intra-African and EU - Africa trade.
The programme targets key value chains, including avocado, cocoa, coffee,
essential oils, French beans, gum Arabic, horticulture, leather, packaging, spices,
and tea.

In his opening remarks during the meeting, Mr. Ahmed Farah, EABC Executive
Director appreciated the European Union (EU) and the International Trade Centre
(ITC) for partnering with EABC under MARKUP Il and successfully championed
the following activities:

o Sensitization workshops on national and regional trade information portals
o EAC Quality Awards

e Capacity building for youth and women on AfCFTA

e Regional Leather Sector Development Meeting

e SheTrades Capacity-building workshop

e Webinars on the EAC Quality for Trade Platform

e Exhibition of leather companies, launch of the Non-Tariff Measures
Assessment Tool, and SMEs Export Gateway during the East African
Business and Investment Summit, held on 24th—25th February 2026 in
Nairobi, Kenya

The 4th MARKUP Il Regional Steering Committee Meeting was preceded by field
visits to key beneficiaries in Burundi, including the Institute of Agricultural Sciences
of Burundi (ISABU), the Burundi Bureau of Standards, ODECA, and the Burundi
Tea Office (OTB).

Key Interventions in Year lll of the MARKUP Il Programme include:



e Co-organize exhibitions and curated market days to connect EAC

businesses with EU markets

e Co-organize the EAC Leather Strategy (mid-term) review meeting

e Conduct capacity-building workshops on quality and food safety for

MSMEs

e Packaging study and promote regional local content guidelines
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Ms. Angela Becaty, Regional Programme
Coordinator (MARKUP 1), Office for Africa
(left), Mr. Ahmed Farah, Executive Director
of EABC (centre), and Mr. Jose-Luis
Gonzalez, Programme Officer — Regional
Economic Integration, Trade Facilitation and
Digitalisation, Delegation of the European
Union to Tanzania & EAC (right), held talks
on areas of partnership to strengthen
regional integration within the EAC, enhance
EAC-EU trade and investment ties, and
deepening collaboration in the MARKUP I
Project.

EU-EAC MARKUP Il Supports Coffee
Farmers Cooperative
in Burundi (COCOCA)

COCOCA (est. 2012, Bujumbura) exports
green and roasted coffee to Belgium,
Germany, France, and Japan, with over
75% exported (1,493 MT valued at USD
7.7 million).

MARKUP Il Support: Trade fairs (World of
Coffee 2025) and training on EU
Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) and
Specialty Coffee Association (SCA)
roasting skills.

Results: Enhanced skills and best
practices from SCA and Coffee Quality
Institute (CAQlI), stronger market linkages,
and access to new export markets. Watch
Video


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pe5SKGucCRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pe5SKGucCRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pe5SKGucCRU
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Arusha, Tanzania, 19th March 2026:- The
East  African Business Council
(EABC) hosted students from the
Chicago University Law School for an
interactive session on the role of the
private sector in promoting regional
integration within the East African
Community. The discussions focused on
EABC’s role on the ongoing initiatives
aimed at deepening and widening
economic integration in the EAC and
beyond. Read More

Mr. Ahmed Farah, EABC Executive
Director, held discussions with Mr. Denis
Nshimirimana, Secretary General of the
Federal Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Burundi (CFCIB), alongside
the 4th Regional Steering Committee of
the MARKUP Il Programme. The
discussions focused on supporting
Burundian businesses to export more,
source from within the EAC, and access
AfCFTA markets.

Public - Private Dialogues



https://www.linkedin.com/posts/eabcjumuiya_19th-march-2026-the-east-african-business-ugcPost-7440697991742689280-NpHe?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAABDipPwBPT815lABpTAwbzhPQTpHqxSjYJ0

A delegation from the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) paid a courtesy visit to
the East African Business Council (EABC) to gain insights into regional private
sector proposals regarding the review of the revenue and administrative
implications of Tanzania’s participation in the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA).

Pan-African Payment
& Settlement System

Connecting Payments.
Accelerating Africa’s Trade.

/‘

EABC Meeting with Afreximbank on Pan African Payment & Settlement
System and Africa Trade Gateway

The East African Business Council (EABC) held a meeting with Afreximbank to
explore collaboration on the Pan African Payment & Settlement System
(PAPSS), focusing on the African Currency Marketplace, which enables
businesses to move large funds seamlessly in local currencies without converting
to hard currency. PAPSS is a centralized payment and settlement infrastructure
supporting intra-African trade and economic integration.

The discussions also covered Afreximbank’s Africa Trade Gateway (ATG), a
digital trade ecosystem that allows registered users, participants, and sponsors to
conduct end-to-end trading. Key features include seller-buyer matching, verified
trading partners, access to investment opportunities, trade financing, market
information, and regulatory guidance.

Member Benefits:

o EABC will advocate for all EAC Partner States to join PAPSS and sensitize
EAC businesses on its benefits.



e EABC will support EAC businesses to enroll in the Africa Trade Gateway.

EABC at High-Level Roundtable on Regional Circularity and Waste
Management

Arusha, Tanzania: The East African Business Council (EABC) participated in a
high-level roundtable on regional circularity and waste management under the
theme “Harnessing Policy, Innovation, and Digital Collaboration for a Circular East
Africa.” The event brought together policymakers, private sector leaders,
development partners, and circular economy practitioners to address escalating
waste challenges and identify opportunities for green growth, investment, and job
creation.

Conveners and Partners: GSMA, TakaTaka Ni Mali, Tanzania Recyclers
Association, Tanzania Circular Economy Alliance, UNDP Kenya, UNDP Tanzania,
Taka Ni Ajira, PETRO, YoWaste, in partnership with the EAC Secretariat.

Highlights of Discussions:



Upcoming Activities | Events & Opportunities 2026

ON EXPORT OF SERVICES

Save the Date

1. 26" -27" March 2026 -Dar es Salaam
2. 1% - 2" April 2026-Nairobi-Kenya
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The EABC Secretariat, in collaboration
with GIZ under the EU - Leveraging
Integration Frameworks for Trade in
Services and Civil Society Organizations
in the EAC (LIFTED) Project, is
organizing a Capacity Building Workshop
on Export of Services:

e 26th—-27th March 2026— Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania

e 1st-2nd April 2026 — Nairobi,
Kenya

Reqister participation here



https://tinyurl.com/35ad4mb6

7 Regional EU-EAC MARKUP Il webinar
il | o ,;:o QM/\RKUPII to understand the EU Deforestation
B S Regulation & EAC Trade

Date: 315t March 2026
Time: 11:00 EAT

EU-EAC MAR KUb 1 I Learn how EUDR will impact Leather

coffee & cocoa exports and how
High-Level Regional Workshop businesses can prepare.
on the EUDR Register Here

Be part of the regional conversation
on EUDR compliance, trade
readiness and coordinated action in
East Africa.

Tues, 31° March 2026
11:00 AM EAT
10:00 AM CAT

The African Cashew Alliance (ACA) has
opened online applications for Edition 21

CASHEW MASTER TRAINING PROGRAMME (MTP)

L of the Cashew Master Training
RIA:IﬁIiJIaI'}'mN :, S l. Programme (MTP), exclusively for
For Only g & . participants from East Africa.

Interested candidates can visit website to
learn more about the MTP, review the

terms and conditions and submit their
R e : ki applications.

Applicants should note that successfully
completing at least two online cashew or
agribusiness courses on the E-MOVE
platform is a pre-requisite for applying
for the MTP. Candidates are therefore
encouraged to take courses on E-
MOVE


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/86f7c00a-83b4-4866-890e-ff0edfc52e18@c3476d30-7bc3-4f9b-9d15-f444947ff4cd
https://mtp.cashewknowledgehub.com/
https://online.atingi.org/local/partner/page.php?id=27%20.
https://online.atingi.org/local/partner/page.php?id=27%20.
https://online.atingi.org/local/partner/page.php?id=27%20.
https://online.atingi.org/local/partner/page.php?id=27%20.
https://online.atingi.org/local/partner/page.php?id=27%20.
https://online.atingi.org/local/partner/page.php?id=27%20.

3 " Energy Access Investment Forum
ARE , (EAIF 2026) will take place on 21-24
Energy Access "‘ April 2026 in Nairobi, Kenya.

Investment For The forum brings together investors,
plopls industry leaders, and policymakers to
g ~unlock partnerships and investment
: , opportunities in renewable energy. The
EAIE %o : ! event is organised by ARE and supported
by GET.invest, a European programme
that mobilises investment in renewable
energy, backed by the European Union,
Germany, Norway, the Netherlands,
Sweden, and Austria. Register via Event
Website.

No. [Event Location Date

Kobero-Kabanga
OSBP; Namanga23 March
OSBP; 2026

Holili/Taveta OSBP

Case Study and Baseline on Trading Cereals
1 Jand Horticulture under the EAC Simplified
Trade Regime

4th Kenya International Investment
> Conference Nairobi. Kenva 25 March
Register via Event Website RSVP: ’ y 2026
info@investkenya.go.ke
. _— 2627
3 Capacity Building Workshop on Export offDar es Salaam,lvIarch
Services Tanzania b026
Capacity Building Workshop on Export of :
: o 1-2  April
4 |Services Nairobi, Kenya b026

Register

EABC-AfDB Case Study & Guided Trade) _ 13 Apri
5 |Initiative for Exporting Textiles, Edible Oils,[Burundi, Kenya,2026 P
and Leather to TFTA/AfCFTA Markets Rwanda, Uganda,



https://www.get-invest.eu/fr/
https://kiico.investkenya.go.ke/about-kiico/
mailto:info@investkenya.go.ke

Tanzania, South

Sudan

Kobero-Kabanga
OSBP

6 Public-Private Dialogue on NTBs for YouthKatuna GatunalApril-July
Cross-Border Traders (Cereals & Horticulture)OSBP 2026
Nimule/Elegu
OSBP
EABC AfDB Capacity Building/ Businessguwr::g; UK:;'Z:’
7 [Clinics on AfCFTA (Textiles, Edible Oils, o 9 'May 2026
Tanzania,  South
Leather)
Sudan
8  |Webinar on EAC Pre-Budget 2026/2027  |Virtual 2(1)26 May
9  |[EAC Post-Budget 2026/2027 Webinar Virtual ;gtzh(s July
The World Meets in Giessen 2026 — 4th
International Networking B2B Conference
Organized by IHK Giessen-Friedberg
10 Register: https://www.ihk.de/qiessen—Giessen German 8—10 June
friedberg/service/english2016/the-world- ’ y 2026
meets-in-giessen2/the-world-meets-in-
giessen-2026-6757954
RSVP: info@eabc-online.com
Public-Private Dialogue on Trade in Services| 17 July]
I ReqI o Kampala, Uganda |, )¢
12 Study and Consultations on EAC CirculanAll EAC PartnerAugust
Economy Platform States 2026
. September|
13 |[EABC East Africa CEO & Investment Forum [TBC

2026



https://www.ihk.de/giessen-friedberg/service/english2016/the-world-meets-in-giessen2/the-world-meets-in-giessen-2026-6757954
https://www.ihk.de/giessen-friedberg/service/english2016/the-world-meets-in-giessen2/the-world-meets-in-giessen-2026-6757954
https://www.ihk.de/giessen-friedberg/service/english2016/the-world-meets-in-giessen2/the-world-meets-in-giessen-2026-6757954
https://www.ihk.de/giessen-friedberg/service/english2016/the-world-meets-in-giessen2/the-world-meets-in-giessen-2026-6757954
mailto:info@eabc-online.com

Take Part in Survey on Transport and Logistics

We invite you to take part in the surveys on transport and logistics in the
region. Please complete the survey relevant to your sector.

Air freight logistics Survey

Border Operations and OSBP Actors Survey

Container Freight Stations (CFS) Operators — Survey

Clearing And Forwarding Agents Survey

Empty Container Depots Operators Survey

Government Agencies Survey

Pipeline, Fuel and Gas Operators Survey

Shippers survey

Shipping Lines and Ship Agents Survey

Transport Operators/Logistics Firms Survey



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc14YZ4TKjRNAT743eGqdoDPBybm0fuwvZoLVdBYColp4Escg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedsqTl1ShARFFHTfeXzW8BD1ojieofurTyuWUwzZVF0LQHIg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNUvv9t6PRN9z2FZ3JEITvsFbovah090jWAtU3w_oITd1euA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfM2CEySXz9oVvHcgnP2GYDo6TtRY9XfYIRo8EE6txz8VWbvg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvk_xYBZxVW9qHqFFxSTbhlnYENmOXRA9axh4rpb9TQuQsGA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeitZsh4T5uoVO9rf2uHY6BKLiRouhJhqJLaZPx-_x8AZH-vA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMp0p6zOiweuf9dHkx0d5L6h4eUJPB6kOPBT-v1IR0owMl8w/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc72rZNIDHRbxuFGjOFoTgaLmBk_Kj_IkAzoUOrDWpWHMD7FQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsB5TJLMpTdY5TI7pYSYx28OOxCTvYDkWxKef73TO19ilyRQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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EABC Governing Council and Secretariat, Wishing
you and your family a blessed Eid al-Fitr filled with
joy, peace, and abundant blessings. May it be a
memorable and blessed celebration for all!

m m n @eabcjumuiya

EABC wishes you a blessed Eid al-Fitr. May this special occasion bring peace, joy,

and prosperity to you and your family.



East African Business Council (EABC)
Ninth Floor, Mafao House | Old Moshi Road | Arusha | Tanzania
P. O. Box 2617 | Tel: +255 27 2520162/3
Email: info@eabc-online.com | Website: www.eabc-online.com

EABC - The Voice of the Private Sector in East Africa



mailto:info@eabc-online.com
http://www.eabc-online.com/
https://www.facebook.com/eabcjumuiya
https://twitter.com/EABCjumuiya
https://www.instagram.com/eabcjumuiya/
www.eabc-online.com

